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Reviewed by Jan Susina 

"Nazis, I hate these guys." This memo­
rable line spoken by Harrison Ford 
as Indiana Jones in Steven Spielberg's 
Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade 
(1989) neatly summarizes the mes­
sage of these tvvo picture books. They 
are part of the series edited by Jack 
Zipes that puts into print neglected 
children's fairy tales with a political 
message. 

Given the rise of Fascism in Europe 
and the United States in recent years, 
there has been an increased interest in 
adult and children's books published 
in the 1930s and I 940s. Consider the 
renewed popularity in Sinclair Lewis's 
It Can't Happen Here (1935) after 
the 20 I 6 election of Donald Trump 
as President of the United States. 
Keedle, originally published in 1940, 
and Yussuf the Ostrich, originally 
published in 1943, fit into this pub­
lishing trend. Either of these picture 
books would fit comfortably with the 
children's material reprinted in Ii:1les 
for Little Rebels: A. Collection ofRadical 
Clzildren's Literature (2008) edited by 
Julia L. Mickenberg and Philip Nel; 
their anthology includes selections 
from well-known children's authors, 
including Dr. Seuss, Munro Leaf, Carl 
Sandburg, and Langston Hughes. 
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he sends that warns that, "Bullies don't 
give up completely. One departs, the 
next appears, and we shall meet again, 
my dears!" The republication of Yus­

suf the Ostrich and Keedle confirms 
this timely warning of the return of 
political bullies. 
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